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him by the Parliament, as his share of the spoils of war.1 " My two little wenches" are Mary and Francos Cromwell, the former aged twelve, the latter ten. Mary was afterwards married to Lord Panconbenj^ and Frances, who was gossiped about as a possible bride for Charles II., became the wife of Robert Rich, grandson of the Earl of Warwick, and, afterwards, of Sir John Russell.
44For my noble Friend, COLONEL RICHARD NORTON: These.
** LONDON, y\ April, 1648. " DEAR NORTON :
lt I could not in my hist give you a perfect, account of what passed between me and Mr. Mayor; because we were to have a conclusion of our speed that morning after I wrote my Letter to you. Which we had ; and having had a full view of one another's minds, we parted with this: That both would consider with our relations, and according to satisiaetions given there, acquaint one another with our minds.
14 I cannot tell better how to do, in order to give or receive satisfaction, than by you ; who, as I remember, in your last, said, That, if things did stick between us, you would use your endeavour towards a close.
" The things insisted upon were these, as I take it : Mr. Mayor desired 400 /. per annum of Inheritance, lying in Cambridgeshire and Norfolk, to be presently settled [/. <'., on the young couple!, and to be for maintenance; wherein I desired to be advised by my Wife. I offered the land in Hampshire for present maintenance; which I daresay, with copses and ordinary fells, will be, comnmnihus annis, 500 /. per annum : and besides this, 500 /, per annum in Tenants' hands holding but for one life ; and about 300/. per annum, some for two lives, .some for three lives. Hut as to this, if the latter offer be not liked of, I shall be willing a farther conference be held in regard to the first,
" In point of jointure I shall give satisfaction. And as to the settlement of lands given me by the Parliament, satisfaction to be given in like manner, according as we discoursed. And in what else was demanded of me, 1 um willing, so far as I remember any demand was, to give satisfaction. Only, I having been informed by Mr. Robinson that Mr. Mayor did, upon a former match, offer to .settle the Manor wherein he lived, and to give a,cxx> /. in money, I did insist upon that ; and do desire it may not be with difficulty. The money I shall need for my two little Wenches; and thereby 1 shall free my Son from being, charged with them. Mr. Mayor parts with nothing at present but that money; except the board (of the young Pair], which I should not be unwilling to give them, to enjoy the comfort of their society; which it's reason he smart lor, if he will rob me altogether of them.
1 Great Ciril War, vol. iii., p. 320. Hut he was not avaricious, and it is shown by the same authority that he hud just abandoned amounts due him by the Parliament equal to five years' pay.